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Foods and Feeding
Fresh water must be readily available at all times.  Prepared pellets should be available at all times.  Select what is available and what you can afford, as long as they are fresh (not from the grocery store).  Cavy pellets are a good source of balanced nutrition.  They usually contain vitamin C, but vitamin deteriorates within 90 days of the pellet milling date or sooner.  Supplement with additional vitamin C.  Rabbit pellets with a minimum of 16% protein are acceptable, but do not contain vitamin C.  DO NOT USE MEDICATED PELLETS.

Feed Vitamin C!  Each animal should receive 125mg. of vitamin C in their 32-ounce water bottle.  You can use the same type of vitamin C that is used for people, which you can purchase at your local pharmacy or grocery.  Some breeders prefer using natural vitamins containing no artificial ingredients.  Do not use vitamin C containing sugar.  Change the water bottle every 2 days even if it’s not empty because the vitamin C loses its potency after that time.
Give as much Grass Hay or Timothy Hay as the cavy will eat.  Small amounts of Alfalfa are acceptable.  Select clean hay, free from thistles, mold, mud and dust.

The following foods may be added to the feeding routine, but should not consider their primary source of nutrition:
1. Mixed grains such as COB (corn, oats, and barley) with or without molasses, 1 teaspoon 2 times a week.

2. Alfalfa cubes, in place of alfalfa hay.

3. Small amounts of fresh fruits-apples, parsley, spinach, just to name a few. For example: a 2-inch carrot piece, 1 small spinach leaf.  (Note: head lettuce is mostly water and has little nutritional Value.)

4. Fresh field greens such as dandelion and fresh picked grass.  Be sure they have not been sprayed with pesticides or chemicals.  Wash all fruits and Vegetables before feeding.

5. Milk sops (bread soaked in milk) for lactating sows and babies.  Remove uneaten portions after 2 hours to prevent spoiling. 
The cavies may get digestive problems if you feed them onions, radishes, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, and potatoes.  Oleander, foxglove, digitalis, and rhubarb are deadly!  Avoid foods with dehydrated vegetables and sunflower seeds.

Check your animals EVERY DAY.  Be sure it has food and water and vitamin C.  Ask your self, does the cage need cleaning?  Is the animal behaving normally?  Is the room temperature correct?  Does my pet need bedding or food?  Have I handled my animal today?
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